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A first person narrative of Chayla Rowley's work with the Bolivia-based Engineers
In Action (EIA) from July 7t through August 4th, 2008.

| started out my first week for EIA grant writing and translatingasassigned two
ecological latringeports regarding the communities Qfolani and Patapatarily assignment
was to completeeach one and translate them from Spanish to English so begtrhight be
turned in for grant consideratiomBefore this could be donéupdated the Spanish version of

the grant outlines

This was so that | and others in the futurégimt more efficiently translate the grants
directly to English instead of stomg every few lines to answemgw question in the English
version oraccidentally translatan outdated question no longer usgslowing thetranslation

process down immensely

The grant proposals allowed me to further my Spanish skills and learn mou thie
construction and usage efcological latrinedt also allowed me to learn more about the people
of the two towns being considered, as the report consisted not only ofatrae process, but
of the background on the communities and value it wdntthg them. To aid in that process
accompanied the EIA teato Incacaturapia town in the process of building the ecological

latrines



My job was tgohotograph the project sitesrel community gain a general knowledge
of the construction of ecologicddtrines and create relationships within theommurity. For
these purposes saw thedifferent stages othe latrines; the foundation, th structure, the
chambers, etcl learned the importance of splitting up the feces and urine into two
compartmentsto reduce odor | learnecthe essential role obrganic matterin the commsting

processAnd Italked with community members.

My most influentialinsight into the community and the importance of building
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the relationships that he established irchcaturapmade the community more responsive to
9 L lidérdand respectfubf our commentsWatching someone interact oren-one with
community members and seeing tipeogressstemout of that was aguality to this work | could
not have understood had | not come to work in Bolivia, and had the EIA team not been the

dedicated compassionate workers they are.

| further had the opportunity texaminerelationshipsgrow to fruitful outcomes in
Potosi.EIA teamed up with a group from the University of Oklahoma to hold a course on
Passive Watr Treatment System3he coursavasheld in the University of Potosi andhsa
joint effort on the parts of the University of Ghoma andhe University of PotosfStudents,
meincluded, were taught of the devastating outcomes of mine contaminants on water and

how tobuild anduse Passive Water Treatment Systeorsnianaging these contaminants.

| also had the chance sxcompanythe Oklahoma University team in their field work

outside of the classroonAs a Civil Engineering Major with a focus on Water and Sanitation
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Engineerind was mosinterestedin the water contamination from the mines scattered
throughout Potosil helped collect water samples, read pH, and learned the meanitige of
differentLJl [ &spectto contamination in the waterln addition lgained a general
knowledge of the affects oht contaminants on the land and tihe crops, which explained a

great dealaboutthe 02 YYdzy A GASAQ KSIFfGK AaadzsSa FyR &l yAadl

My experiencan Boliviagave me a greater comprehension of vasaspects otivil
engineering and a bettegrasp on the importance afllaboration.The work being done in
Bolivia anl those working on iareincredible testamergto growth, andthe education and

insights | receivedre informationl will continue to pull from.



