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A first person narrative of Chayla Rowley's work with the Bolivia-based Engineers 

In Action (EIA) from July 7th through August 4 th, 2008. 

 I started out my first week for EIA grant writing and translating. I was assigned two 

ecological latrine reports regarding the communities of Colani and Patapatani. My assignment 

was to complete each one and translate them from Spanish to English so that they might be 

turned in for grant consideration. Before this could be done, I updated the Spanish version of 

the grant outlines.  

This was so that I and others in the future might more efficiently translate the grants 

directly to English instead of stopping every few lines to answer a new question in the English 

version or accidentally translate an outdated question no longer used, slowing the translation 

process down immensely. 

 The grant proposals allowed me to further my Spanish skills and learn more about the 

construction and usage of ecological latrines. It also allowed me to learn more about the people 

of the two towns being considered, as the report consisted not only of the latrine process, but 

of the background on the communities and value it would bring them. To aid in that process I 

accompanied the EIA team to Incacaturapi, a town in the process of building the ecological 

latrines. 



 My job was to photograph the project sites and community, gain a general knowledge 

of the construction of ecological latrines, and create relationships within the community. For 

these purposes: I saw the different stages of the latrines; the foundation, the structure, the 

chambers, etc. I learned the importance of splitting up the feces and urine into two 

compartments to reduce odor. I learned the essential role of organic matter in the composting 

process. And I talked with community members. 

 My most influential insight into the community and the importance of building 

ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻōǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 9L!Ωǎ ǘŜŀm members, Milton de la Cruz. I discovered 

the relationships that he established in Incacaturapi made the community more responsive to 

9L!Ωǎ ideas and respectful of our comments. Watching someone interact one-on-one with 

community members and seeing the progress stem out of that was a quality to this work I could 

not have understood had I not come to work in Bolivia, and had the EIA team not been the 

dedicated, compassionate workers they are. 

 I further had the opportunity to examine relationships grow to fruitful outcomes in 

Potosí. EIA teamed up with a group from the University of Oklahoma to hold a course on 

Passive Water Treatment Systems. The course was held in the University of Potosí and was a 

joint effort on the parts of the University of Oklahoma and the University of Potosí. Students, 

me included, were taught of the devastating outcomes of mine contaminants on water and 

how to build and use Passive Water Treatment Systems for managing these contaminants. 

 I also had the chance to accompany the Oklahoma University team in their field work 

outside of the classroom. As a Civil Engineering Major with a focus on Water and Sanitation 



Engineering I was most interested in the water contamination from the mines scattered 

throughout Potosí. I helped collect water samples, read pH, and learned the meaning of the 

different ǇIΩǎ in respect to contamination in the water. In addition I gained a general 

knowledge of the affects of the contaminants on the land and in the crops, which explained a 

great deal about the ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΩ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƴƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ 

 My experience in Bolivia gave me a greater comprehension of various aspects of civil 

engineering and a better grasp on the importance of collaboration. The work being done in 

Bolivia and those working on it are incredible testaments to growth, and the education and 

insights I received are information I will continue to pull from. 


